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Diverticular disease of the colon

Pathophysiology
Prevalence, Natural history
Symptomatology
Complications
Diagnostic adjuncts
Medical treatment
Indications for surgery
Surgical principles
Surgical options



Terminology



Historical Studies



Surgical trends



Surgical trends



Complications

Bleeding 15%, 5%massive 
Spontaneous arrest 70%          
Rebleed 30%; 50% after 2nd episode

Diverticulitis 15-20%
Complications 20%; 50-60% with 2nd 
episode                                    
Abscess 40-50%  
Stricture/Obstruction 10-30%    
Free perforation 10-15%                   
Fistula 4-10%



Intestinal Obstruction

Is there intestinal obstruction?
Where is the level of obstruction?
What is the cause of obstruction?
Are there any complications?



Principles of Surgery

Relieve obstruction
Resect pathology
Reconstitute bowel continuity



Choice of operation

Patient factors
Disease factors
Surgeon factors



Pseudo-obstruction



Pseudo-obstruction



Pseudo-obstruction

Neostigmine for the treatment of 
acute colonic pseudo-obstruction
N Engl J Med 1999 Jul 15;341(3):137-41
























